January 3, 2024
Mayor Wentz called to order the Rockwell City Council meeting on Wednesday, January 3, 2024
at 7:00 p.m. Council members present were Worley, Meyer, Ditsworth and Emhoff. Also
present were Chelsey Morrison, Sean Hannah, Eric Whipple and Zach Laudner.

Emhoff moved to approve the minutes of the previous meeting. Motion seconded by Worley,
carried unanimously.

The following bills were presented for approval:

PUBLIC SAFETY

Electronic ENgiNeering.........ccccoceevveviecieesvnennnnn Monthly Service........ccccooveviveiieinnnne, $ 9.90
SONUS ..ttt Interpreter fees......ccovvvvevivvieccieneane, $ 17250
Tyler Letellier Construction LLC.............c.......... Power Box for Camera...........c........... $ 200.00
ASEFA SECUIMEY ..o Camera/Installation ............cc.ccocvvnnees $19289.50
SHI o, Police Laptop.....cccccevveveveneiesncieenn, $ 4320.00
Stop and ShOpP......ccccceveiiieceeee e GBS it $ 9511
Rockwell Coop Telephone ASSN..........ccccvevennnes Monthly billing.......ccccccevviiiiiniiee, $ 7847
WEIIMATK ..o Health Insurance ............ccocvvivinneen. $ 122321
T MODIIE. ..o Police PhoNe.......cccovevvveveii e, $ 50.00
Cody Brunstein ........cccooevvrereineneieeee e, Cell Phone........cccovvevievicece e $ 30.00
Total PUDHC SAFELY .....oviiiieicecee e ettt $ 25468.69
PUBLIC WORKS

Stop and ShOP...c.cceieeiiiee e GBS ..o e $ 129.47
Mid American ENergy.......cccocevvevveneeveseeseennnnn, Monthly billing.........ccccceoveieiiiiinee, $ 1975.81
IMENAIAS.....ecviiieeiierieie e SUPPHIES ... $ 217.35
O’REIILY AULO c.eoveeeieieiieie e SUPPHES ... $ 5157
Absolute Waste Removal.............cccocooevivninnnnnnn, December Service ........cccveevvrennnnnnn. $ 6620.50
ZaCh LaUANEr ... Cell Phone.......cccoovevvivcice e $ 30.00
JON RODEIS. ..o Cell PhONE......ooeveeeeeceeee e, $ 30.00
TOtal PUDIC WOTKS ... $ 9054.70
PUBLIC WORKS ROAD USE

Stop and ShOP......ceveieiieceece e GaS .. $ 28210
FIVE SEar ..o SUPPHIES ..., $ 15.93
Deano’s Road.........ccoeeeviveeiviiiiiiie e Dust Control..........cccoveeveeeeiireeecrieee, $ 884.00
Total PUblic WOrkS ROAA USE .........ceiiieiiieiiiiceiesec e $ 1182.03
EMPLOYEE BENEFITS

WellMark ........coooveeviiiieceeeee e Health Insurance ..........ccccoocvvvevieennnne. $ 1223.21
Total EMPIOYEe BENETILS .....ocveiicece e $ 1223.21
COMMUNITY AND ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT

Dahley Tree ServiCe.........ccovviieneieiinieeieinenne, Tree Removal ........ccccoovvviviveinie $ 3500.00
Total Community and Economic Development..........cccccvvveieeieiesie e $ 3500.00
GENERAL GOVERNMENT

Rockwell Coop Telephone AsSSN..........ccccvveennees Monthly billing........ccccoeeviviviiie, $ 96.09
Mid American ENergy........cccoecevvvivieiiieciinesinnenn, Monthly billing.........ccccoovveiiiiiie, $ 391.76
WelMark ........ccooveiiiiiiieicee e Health Insurance ........c.ccccoecevveveennene $ 3058.29
The Laurens House of Print............ccccevvevievienene. Name Plate........cccccovveveiiiiciieieen, $ 2011
Mirror Reporter/Column.........ccccoceeveeiieeineciinnne, Publications..........ccccevvevieiiieiiiesinns $ 17240

HYVE/LOIa. ..o SUPPHES ... $ 90.00



TOtal GENEIAl GOVEIMIMENL......eeee et e ettt ettt e e e e e e e et et e eeeeeeeeeeeetereeeeeeeseeeeeeees $ 3828.65
BUSINESS UTILITY WATER

Stop and ShOP.....c.coeveiiiiiececce e, SUPPHIES ..o $ 4.00
WellMark ........c.oooveieieiieieee e Health Insurance ..........ccccoccvvveveenene. $ 3058.29
FEFON.cei e Watermeters .........ccoovevvevenene e, $ 3300.00
K&H Cooperative .........cccccvvivveiie e NOIth TOWEr ....ccooeiiiviiiiece e, $ 13581
HACH .. SUPPHES ... $ 673.00
HaWKINS ..o Chlorine Cylinders..........ccccevevviiennne $ 30.00
EUrOfiNS....oovcicicc e Water TeSt....ccocvvveieecieee e, $ 3852
POSIMASEEN .....cveiieiice e POSEAQE ..o $ 396.00
StAPIES ... SUPPHES ..o $ 21981
Zach LaUdner.......ccovveviiiiece e Clothing Allowance............cccccccvvenene $ 198.36
Total BUSINESS ULIHItY WALEK........cociiiieieeieeese e $ 8053.79
BUSINESS UTILITY SEWER

Stop and ShOP.....cceieiiiirr e SUPPHES ... $ 2738
EUIOFINS ..o Waste Water TeSt .......cccccevvrvreinnenenn, $ 3224
UPS e Waste Water Test Shipping................ $ 29.87
Total BUSINESS ULIHILY SEWET .......oviiieiiiiseieees e $ 8949

Meyer moved to approve the bills for payment. Motion seconded by Emhoff, carried
unanimously.

December Receipts: General $17741.26; Road Use $12899.48; Water Utility $12327.10; Sewer
Utility $7004.87; Local Option $18968.78; Debt Service Pool/Storm Water $4723.53; Storm
Water $2459.84; TIF $130.17; EMS $2293.2613.35; Library Benefits $977.56; Property Ins
$977.56; Police Benefits $391.03; Emergency Management $63.06; ARP $0.

Calendar Year 2023 Payroll:

Zach Laudner 59682.49 Abbie Emhoff  1050.00
Jon Roberts 25717.24 Brian Koob 1000.00
Jay Siefken 37311.52 Randy Meyer  1000.00
Cody Burnstein 69090.80 Chelsey Morrison1200.00
Lorna Weier 39297.30 Larry Wentz 3250.00
Caroline McManigal 31764.50 Tracy Worley ~ 1000.00
JoLynn Scholl 17272.76

Helen Cahalan 4004.84

Eric Whipple, Cerro Gordo County Emergency Management Coordinator, was present to discuss
the siren project. Whipple stated that through a four year long process Emergency Management
was awarded a grant through FEMA to place and replace outdoor warning sirens in Cerro Gordo
County. In the specifications of the grant, as new sirens are placed the existing sirens were to be
taken down. Whipple noted that these cost are all covered in the grant, as well as maintenance
and insurance for the sirens. Meyer asked about the coverage area for the new siren. Whipple
stated that it covers a radius of one and a half miles, it is omni directional and covers the entire
circumference. Meyer asked if there is a written policy for the use of the siren. Whipple noted
that at the commission meeting this will be set with standard protocol on the use, with sirens
being set off when the National Weather Service issues a tornado or a set person, such as a
spotter, call in. Council discussed with Whipple the placement, noon and six whistles, costs, use
and removal of current sirens. Whipple stated that other communities are concerned with the
noon and six whistles, this will be something that can be set in the software. Meyer stated this



isn’t the way we would have wanted this to go, or the best location but that this does cover the
community, with the maintenance covered and the technology being used we need to go forward
with the new siren. Following discussion, Meyer moved to have the current sirens removed and
accept the outdoor weather warning siren as placed by the Emergency Management Commission
with the cost, maintenance, adding the noon and six whistle and programing to be taken care of
by the Emergency Management Commission. Motion seconded by Worley, carried
unanimously.

Mayor Wentz presented the Council appointments and committees for the 2024 year. Mayor
Wentz asked to add the Emergency Management Commission to appointments. Emhoff moved
to approve the 2024 council appointments and committees. Motion seconded by Ditsworth,
carried unanimously.

Worley moved to approve by Resolution 2024-1 First Security Bank and Trust as the depository
for the City of Rockwell with a maximum deposit of $2,000,000.00. Motion seconded by
Ditsworth. Mayor Wentz took roll call vote; Ayes; Worley, Meyer, Ditsworth and Emhoff.
Carried unanimously.

Mayor Wentz reviewed the contracts with WHKS for the bridge inspections, noting the Madison
Street bridge inspection not to exceed $400.00 and including the bridges on First, Second and
Third Street not to exceed $1,200.00. Worley moved to accept the contract with WHKS not to
exceed $1,200.00 to inspect all of the bridges. Motion seconded by Emhoff, carried
unanimously.

Emhoff shared designs and ideas for planters on Main Street and a Rockwell sign to set at EIm
Street and Highway 65. These would be made local by Northland Manufacturing. Weier asked
about trying to get some grant funding to offset the cost. Emhoff will work on this. With
discussion, Emhoff moved to purchase six pots at $980.00 each from Northland Manufacturing.
Second by Worley, carried unanimously. Council discussed the entrance sign, Mayor Wentz
asked to have this an agenda item.

Meyer asked Laudner about calls and procedures. Laudner noted that they are checking the
answering machine on weekends and not having any concerns currently.

Mayor Wentz reported on the property on Second Street South and noted that it may be going a
different direction. Emhoff asked about another nuisance area. Mayor Wentz felt that Chief
Brunstein has been working on this.

With no further business, Emhoff moved to adjourn the meeting. Motion seconded by Worley,
carried unanimously.

Larry Wentz, Mayor Lorna Weier, City Clerk



